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fHB OVERSTUFFED R3CLINSR 

(THE EDITOR' S COLUMN) 

This* as the above clearly states 
in blue and green* Is the column 
of tliis ftdHsor, It is tna ■ least 
important feature , t?hioh is trtsy It 
is the beflftHarlttea* 

LIUSICAL C0I.2IENTARY 

Klnfe Crimson ws the most inpreas- 
Ive marriage of Intelligence and 
musical k-cMitttttzt to arise out of 
""■■If!.© "artsroefc" period -of t9$7-7*". 
Not only was it the quintessential 
British ©xperiaental band* out King 
Orirason also served as a training 
ground for some of the flats* rook 
rauiseian® to con© out of the Unit- 
ad King&oa during that period® Pas- 
sing throwgh the King*s court at 
on© time or another 'mm such taain* 
stays as Greg LaJsa (of &Beraoa v XMcc 
& Palmer 9 later LBfc«)» Ian i-JeBtmaXd 
and *Iik@ Giles {Mio fosued McDonald 
& ail®s$ later lbs Donald bsoeBto a 
neaber of Foreigner)* 3ea Barrel 
(Bad Conpanor}* Uel SollSas (Kofcoao) 
BUI Bruftord (Tee) • ■ and Jfchn Wettsa 
(of Family) * 

Crissisi wae largely the realiaa* 
tion of the teas of guitar- geatas 
Befcort fripps an erratic xoels i«t®I> 



Xeet who , could slid® from rook-' 
oriented tuned to olasaically- 
inspired numbers with the -win! of 
a bespectacled eye* Fripp had. 
begun his career in 1967 as on® 
thinS of the short-lived pop troupe 
Giles* Giles & Fripp s which feat* 
ured Robert along with brothers 
l&Zke and Peter Giles. The band*s 
recording acreer «as disastrous 
and Petar left show business alto- 
gether. 

Fripp and the other Giles, hew* 
ewfv iw,t ©a t«r King Crimson, 
^jr January of 1969 » the five mem- 
bers were busy rehearsing. %' the 
time Crimson played the Speakeasy 
in I*©nd©n (in April) , word had 
spaad that this "band was $h£ next 
underg»mnd hit* In Julyv the wll~ 
honed King devastated a crowd of 
ovar fifty thousand at the Rolling 
Stones* Eyde Park freeble. With 
the subsequent release of their 
first LP, la jghg CourJ; Of JM PJto- 
s©j& the gourp firmly estab« 

"listed thsmsel^ea as being &ns $?f 
the big newcoss<sT3 of 1969 (itith 
Y@® f . Led Zeppelin* etc) * 

ayh@ir sotu^d was ataoitiongj. sfes**:-, 
lyrically assffl^iuKing,, and pswersitL 
Ais tht fea?id c a following Eiusli^oified ; ' 
ths eoaetaat resSvuffliasg oi^am^er^' 
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...i \ t v i - ^^i-ti^'I *?I *n "V 
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: * * w.lrfiSiej str<a< it 

Gaiao^, p e te si-if ield aM Gori&m 
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f^O'-cit Ciii*£;i wo* ths "or/t *?f 
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^ a Jf-Ie^"* 4 •> be thr nrpri« 
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Ilk© ^ this stuff as t^Xl* It 
«• "wfelle to fla^t. and I west oui 
»f my' "way for it t bat tkm. agaia B • e 

STANDBY LISf IS 

We amms%9g in no partiet&or or-* 

PM1 Cooper, Bon Kolly* l-arsry Bond- 
on, Say Gfisisi # Eobert Glisclc, Walt 
Aueott« Toa Btorst? Jolfen dipper;, 
Bs-ie c«og» bob Osuoho Soott Ban- 
sea* K@ith KsndaXX, Ksa lT«rsoa« 
an«2 Bill Spmkrs on our list*.. If 

It is tha only to get an 
gm<e t m& I moan that lit- 
«xally, as there will mv&r a^aiix 
be any formal gaia© openings, 

mslii, scsm- Tm amm 

Oid-tioeas out in E»1®l0a-laac! may 
remember that soae aneient K6S?l0a 
issuer were printed on pink t>ape>?n 
zSomehow it's fitting, * , 

IS)BBY HANDBOOK i 5 B0JEC5? 

^hf* Ho^th Aiaerifan £j yXtm, t zf- 
^..tvV.Oii p J mis to pnbil#i '*«.' - u ^ 

Fw4v Handteojc oonce i5i ^ x*h 

rtfe-x® at prs&ws ''.ooiins w 

sne oL-strlnihia/. w Ai^f: 3 .a 
Ur^s aoovld «aiar-l in-" I 
thi'ou^h. BjocI Ualker s 12?? Or*«f Dr. 

cl*id«= a £s?k^' r." j,»ds? ,r f l^, ^ 
**en^ ' t?/ E,ucb r» hmct 5t?l- i •> t ?.c. 

sfet * o^ios vouiu j&u fc - , ** „ 

v»Ttil.r Vs« v. t s^ t a^u ir i -„ - 

io^s,, if > i t \>y'n-'<n to J " " c - 

•i ^tf:"-Li ^ r, , / jr i to.x . € t " >«< . 

«3ttft* CO^"< J ra »1I ' • '> rl? » m j 

cr- 30 s %3.^6 6 50, 
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VJ? 'i B'SliTS/JmTS PART 11 

TOt. zmMMS (Italy) i I really 
do not have all that much to say 
about It started out all 

right* 1 guess? at least « it seem-, 
scl inter© sting*, for my first exper- 
ience with Diplomacy by ©ail. I 
mi®t say, though, that I was rath- 
er disappointed in Conrad Strucfc- 
man and John i.;achir. I do not know 
just what was behind all the accu- 
sations going around, but these two 
seem to have taken the wfhole game 
too seriously? yet they played their 
respective countries rather poorly, 
in ray opinion. I can only thanks 
Bill Gsmaason and Son Kelly for play"- 
ing a more or less hopeless Turkish 
position for as long as each one did* 
although by doing so, they certain- 
ly made things harder for ae. I was 
understandably not happy when Cliff 
7'smn handed over the remainder of 
the hopeless Engl i ah po si to in to 
France* but I can accept his reasons* 

Barrell Houston handled the Aus- 
trian position as well as could be 
expected for the first few move 8 » giar- 
sn his situation* Had it not been 
for the series of NIJRs, the entry of 
the new Turkish player might have giv- 
en the Austrian cause a fighting chance* 

The draw vote was necessary in the 
end. Bob came very close to brea.ki.ng 
through my lines in the south, and 
had he done so, a German-French split 
sight nave been achieved^ or perhaps 
Uli, resourceful as he seems to be, 
could have worked a deal. As it was, 
though, no one could really afford 
to betray the one ally he had- and 
neither coalition. was likely to get 
much further i at least, that's the 
way it seemed to me, Uli was a pret- 
ty good ally, although 1 have my doubts 
regarding his intention** at times. X 
would. ale?o like to thank Phil and Bob 
(especially Bob) for what I think was 
a ®eXX~pl >yed g&na* 7 i'nov my commun- 
ication * ft 'I 1 1« w 5n the later stag- 
es of th» cTsu , util i biologize for 
that* 1 r. >er id-' v. «appfen to almost 
everyone, cl#* j;h< lhp~>% just wasn't 
a lot to is lyacre. The hiat- 

us when Tb<» A * t i -lr folded didnH 



help eith»n a pity about that, 
as it was a fine magazine . 

Well* I gueas that's about ail 
1 have to say on the subjedt, I 
will leave the thorough game an- 
alysis to the experts (I'm sure 
Uli considers himself one)* It 
was interesting,, maybe I' 11 do it 
again sometime (when I'm a little 
insrre settled) and just possibly 
I'll face some of you fallows a- 
gain. Until ss.ch time — happy 
wheeling and dealing. 

This one case in just after prases 
time for last issue. Thank a to 
Tom for providing it. 

LJETTBR COLUMN 

Frpm John Mih-HOLL-.ski (7-26) i 

I waa flattered that you chose my 
Brutus Bulletin as a sample case 
for your blast at letter persons 
called to standby have the option 
of accepting or passing on the call 
without being listed as player of 
record if they decline * (('.•fells I 
couldn't take anybody elgeJLjj BB, 
so I had to take yoursTTT" In"many 
respects your criticisms don f t 
really apply to the BB in reality , 
but I am willing to defend the oth« 
erside in the "general case" any- 
how, as I'm sure that I & what you 
meant to attack „ ( (In the immor- 
tal words of Eric Clapton,; "Right 
you are.'*)) Thm reascnailtliat come 
to mind that might * exempt 5 BB at 
least in part are tsat the curr- 
ent games are the last in which 
I will ever use standby si I agree ' 
with Jerry Jones that the games 
are much fairer and "batter" all a«- 
round without them as a matter of 
policy. ( (Ever the jokers You 
are joking* right'?)} Next, my 
games are fast games, being tk 9 
10 and now and then* ? day dssd-- 
lines. ({Really only 6 e . given 
Sundays not having any mail deliv- 
ery,- Thlm is rareXyenotigh time 

• c rwcei ;a a* jr.d) cations , ° cip\-? 

* a fc 1 ^ n^raO »«u • xxl the* bavt.. 
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3 day a makes ? days rnxDlmum out of 
a 6 Say deadline. Another name for 
such a game is "non-negotiation Dip- 
lomacy.")) These faster paced games 
keep the interest up much more than 
the simple halving (or mme) of the 
term "between ' deadlines t as the few 
number of drops historically in the 
pages of BB amply Illustrate * ((If 
you want to turn this into a self- 
made plug* why not tell me so? I run 
gams ts on 28 <Say deadlines, and my 
record of drops is just as low as 
yours is* . . ) ) Finally*. jtha name, 
"professional standbys .are not tin my 
nailing lists with no more positions, 
coming open, I doubt that they will 
spend the considerable iioney to wait 
and watch. 

But, on the the matter of policy 
in the general case. It seems to me 
that to force your standby players 
to take any dog of a position is to 
seriously misuse the services that 
they favpr you with. And staMing by 
IS certainly a favor to the 6M, for 
it sure is no big joy to the recip- 
ient in most cases, asanyone "who has 
ever stood by knows. ( (I used to be 
one of thepeople you call "prof a s* 
sional staJidys* and entered scores 
of games as such, with the vast maj- 
ority of positons certain losses. If 
I wouldn f i have had fun I wouldn't 
have don® It in the first place . To 
play out a standby position can be 
potentially very satisfying* Anoth- 
er successful player why knovms well 
the joys of "hopeless" standby posit- 
ions is Eric Yerheiden. ) ) OK, so Joe 
Blow standby s» gets called for a 3 err 
b center power (your 6 Is generausj 
I'd feel lucky t© draw a 4 as a sgan<I~ 
by) , tries to pick up the piece Sg. 
slugs it out*, but eventually gets 
blwn away. Good try 9 She only troub- 
le is, this is putting ALL the work 
and ALL the burden and AIL the onus 
of failure on the GGOD gay* fc&e stand- 
by. If he can turn it around* he de- 
serves a LOT of credit* If (usually 
"when") he fails, the discredit for 
a v/ipeout properly belongs on the weak 
personality that dropped the spot with 
the first, ill wind to begin with. 
( Glhat Jogn is aaying is* of eoursa/ 



ridiculous* and displays total ig- 
norance of rating lists, and hmm 
credit 1st gisren in succeed/failure 
cases far standby players. The 
standby cannot losei he literally 
can no thurt Mmaelf by taking on a 
losing~pos.iton. Yes 8 all the work 
of resurrecting the position goes 
to the standby. . . every single per*- 
son who ever volunteered the ser- 
vice knows that, and is willing to 
do the worki If he dida't want to 
work on the position, he wouldn* t 
volunteer, obviously. Yes, he 
gets all the burden as well,. c , » but 
doesn't that fit under "work," 
John? No, he decidedly goes not 
get any of the "onus of failure" . 
Hating lists do not penalise stadby 
players who do poorly on the whole i 
they do reward them for doing well. 
If the position does poorly, then 
the jsg£$inj& player is aiwa^ rat- 
ed' for it, arid the discredit* goes 
to him. Not to the standby. It 
never didi I' have no idea why you 
thought that it ever did. So, a 
standby cannot lo§e_ even if wiped 
off the board right after taking th< 
position! more often he is credit- 
ed for trving, and respected, even 
if he faxls.T) Next, it makes it 
larger for the players who acre 
doing their part to rid the board 
of the abandoned land* as a live 
player will botch the whole game 
status* ((Huh? fo what «oe« thl« 
statement refer? Qma statue would 
°© 2§!l§g;i If we simply slgriei up 
? CD positions in S01» according 
to this statement. ) ) This CAN M 
a good thing « but not more often 
than not, I think. Mainly* when 
7 people sign up for a game, they 
are taking their chances and mak~ 
ing their mm choices* If you al- 
ly with a dummy who pouts and runa 
away at a bad tuna of events* you 
deserve the troubles of a sudden- 
ly CD ally you choae to wo'ds, with, 
( (OK* if you want ta change* the 
mib&ot* go ahead* but at least 
aftarfc a new paragraph* What about 
a perfect ally why has to go to 
the hospital for a few month® tmd 
themtem has to amp the W r? 



Or when mmmm goes on a long trip,, 
arid ks-rx't keep up tile game? Not ev- 
erybody dxtsps just because he*s do- 
ing pearly » despite what you may think 
John, 5 ) If he* s on the -far aide of 
the board? that"- s the breaks t they 
have the opportunities/troubles of 
a free feast or vanished supporting 
partner instead of you* The luck of 
the drat? might have put omr pouting 
friend mi your side 8 but didn't* ( (Ob- 
viously* it's never happened to you, 
John, or* you*d think otherwise.)) If 
you fore a - a standby to become player 
of record, you 'ENCOURAGE the gutless 
and shallow to drop positions as soon 
as the wind turns cold, {(Why 1 ? The 
original player gets seated for his per~ 
foraanee, tod the replacement simply 
gets rated and credited if he did v$elX 9 
not if he fails. We • ve gone over this 
before f hav&a*t we. * , ) ) If you 1st a , 
standby Choose whether to fill in or 
not* the parson who dropped a dog 
spot as not worth a dime card to re- 
sign from gets nailed with the onus 
of" 'Mr© F06 s CD, out F07 K » Thin is 
the way it should be., and en its own. 
is the strongest argument for allowing 
this policy- As for the professional 
standby waiting .for a sure' win to drop 
Into his lap* hell s let him sit baclc 
and subscribe and wait, for that 1? 
center spot you bandy about to come 
to .him, I suspect ha may well see 
more than one 8 z;ine come and go be- 
fore he ever gets it! "Great polciy T 
isn't it?" You bet I ( (Actually s sure 
wins have been given away frequently 
in the paste The records are filled 
with 13-15 center drops* believe it 
or not* ± once took over a 15 cen- 
ter positions aad of course won im- 
mediately thereafter. In Sraustark 
a month or two ago, David Joy dropped 
a %6 center England 9 with a uutm win 
for the standby. There is a famous 
game played under the 1961 majority 
of waits rule where all the player 
had to do was sand in his build to 
win the game, and dropped. So* John* 
it does happen, Too often* in fast. 
I&thinks it^s time -to get Marls Bereft 
in on this one*. . • 5 ) } 

.i- d* «a .ay «sv t*» ---> ■ als *** £ " J *** 



RATHER IMPORTANT CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

< .» said events in general „ % might 
add (1 might also not add)* Af- 
ter August 23rd , I will ha total » 
ly incommunicado , and nobody is 
going to hear from me at all. in 
all probability. VJrite me ■ at my 
home address, but don't expect an 
answer right sway* in any case* 

On Sgpjejibgr U igSO, and onwards, 
1 will be living at the following 
address, and make sure that you 
have it written down clearly s 

Konrad Baumeister 

P.O. Box 2231 

Room 122, New South Hall 

Georgetown University 

Washington, D.C, 20057 

Got it? 1*11 be there until De- 
cember 23rd, 1980 s and will be at 
my home address (Hales Corners) 
for a few days after that. For 
most of the time between 23rd De- 
cember and 13 January we will be 
cu& of the country » but if you 
want t© write p. send it to Wiscon- 
sin* After January 13, I will be 
back in Washington for several 
months* 

Now, O rders for Game a, shoul d "tm 

sent to Hate s"' Corners if they are 
expected to be ' there before 30th 
AugtsSt t or to Washington if they 
will arrive after September i f 1980, 
Some p©ople s of course e will- ignore 
this advice, and ui£ will end up 
forwarding some orders around dead- 
line time. The next IGGNOG dead- 
line is September lo,, 1980 for 
those that forgot already, * * 1 
will adjudicate them in D* C , and 
will get out BGGN0G #55 as soon as 
I can; after the deadline* Uli will 
(EI the variant games fox* P£»LI f HCI.4i>; 
but I will type the stuff up here-.. 
It 5 3 all very simple,., it just 
sounds complicated. • » trust me,. 

So $3r>J t loe© that address. Uli 
will not 'foe sending every cm of 
you a card mmfy time yo« displace 
it* Be on your toss,, and donH 
mi sis yowr moires*. And w&ile yets * re 
at It e g© ahead «s&d read the edit* 
©rial ^ Fa'i» 6» 
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IT'S BBEN A DECADE 
Ilonrad^s Last Stand 

Well, actually It*s only been 
9 and a half years of involvement 
in the postal Diplomacy hobby, in 
one capacity or another, but 'I 
thought the above sounded better,, 
For several reasons t it new appears 
that the Crossroads Press Interna- 
tional will (have to) shut down not - 
long after I celebrate (?) that dec- 
ade of involvement in December 1980. 
^Basically tthat"It~lis 
partially tired of/bored by/sick 
of the Diplomacy hobby. In any 
case s I can't and won* t keep it up 
much longer, A short history of my ' 
involvementt necessarily much abb- 
reviate d 8 is In order I supposes 

I bought my first Diplomacy set 
(I now have three) in late 1970, 
At that tine it cost me $5* postage 
was a few pennies, and • aires s cost 
a dime or, for the really expensive 
ones e 150 apiece. (Nov/ Diplomacy 
sets cost around $25 + $1.50 pestage % 
stamps vill cost 200 each in January* 
and • 2ines cost anywhere from 300 to 
300 (no longer uncommon, alas) with 
Diplomacy ktforld coming around $1,50 
a shot* Ye Ghods! Inflation has 
some thins to do with my withdrawal 
too!) I read sor.e * zines which a 
friend of nine was getting for may«« 
be a year* and then I started sub- 
scribing to a few * ?.5.n®s myself* (It 
v.'as late in 1971 that the first few 
EGGN0G issues came out* « .but see KBG- 
NOG #13 for the full story on that. } 
./hen I got into the hobjfer for myself 
admittedly in a small way, I was hav- 
ing a great tine*. I felt very young « 
inexperienced and' inconsequential? 
but as it turned out nobody really 
cared. I regularly corresponded with 
publishers under whim I wasn't even 
plajring or writing articles for or 
anything t just out of friendship and 
for the fan of it. The hobby was 
then still fairly young, and people 
were very excited about what they 
were doings I though-?; to myself that 
if/when I'd become a publisher 'I'd 
want to be just Mice them* 



This excitement was most evi~ 
dent in the * sines produced at 
the time. The 'sines put out in 
the years 1 969-* 72 (and some of 
1973? depending on the publisher; 
things became more variable « qual- 
ity as a whole went down, and this 
tread has never eeversed itself 
since. ..in fact, it has acceler- 
ated its fall) have yet to be sur- 
passed in quality. There is not 
one single *zlne being put out 
today that would not look absolut- 
ely pitiful when compared ^m^mm^--'- 
average * zine published in 1972 
— not ©ne_f This is one reasons 
why I can occasionally be a pale 
in the ass when I critique someone 
else's * zine . Ha may say that his 
is one of the best coming out these 
days, so why am I complaining? 
Well, he may be right * and the ave- 
rage reader might be very impres- 
sed by his product* However, I 
am always of the opinion that these 
things can be done better — simp- 
ly besauee they already have been 
done better. « .much better in fact-. 

Anyway, 1 decided in late 
or very early *75 (I ean*t pin a 
date down anymore because I don't, 
exactly remember. . , gad, it seems 
like so long ago!) that I knew e» 
nough about the game to play a few 
.standby slots. I loved them, aven 
if I didn e t do spectacularly in 
all of "them* In 19?6 I "think it 
was, 1 BigmA up for qy first g&sm 
as astarting player, having here- 
tofore &iUy played standby posi- 
tions. In my first few years of 
playing I made loads of fr lands? 
plus I still knew a ton of people 
from the days before I played ac« 
ively. I was having a blast. It 
really is fun to feel like you 
know everybody who* s any body s even v 
though I «Jidn*t. . . 

(A few words in general about 
these peoples the vast majority 
©f Diplomacy players before 1970 
came in tmm science-fiction fan- 
dosu They thrive don communication* 
press writing... and just enjoying 
therasa:?V35 in e®mr§a^ outside of 
IB§. smk* Up until 1976 ©Tm^ybe 



Pag© ? 

xy?7 -t ffisny people still thought 
that itf&y* but the "wargafiiera. had en- 
tered the filed. How* in 1980 and 
almost ? 8l,, the V/argataers vastly 
outnumber any other kind of Diplom- 
acy fanatic in the nobby* and the 
hobby is the v?dr36 for it. Wargan- 
ere are generally used to playing 
hsx-grid games* '.'.out giiies are for 
only two players, so no ngeotiations 
are e?«r needed or e^ren desirable* 
Press and communications are a waste 
of timsa« The only fun the average 
Wargamer gets from a game of Diplom- 
acy is just' 1 that* . » placing the dam- 
ned /g&js§.* There are exceptions ? 
but this is the rule, I abhor it» 
because it is this type of player 
viho now rules the hobby* Shis nar- 
row-minded attitude held by the maj- 
ority of the hobby is one major reas- 
on, behind my leaving it.) 

In any ease, the hobby was chang- 
ing fairly quickly. In quick suc- 
cession, several, frislds that 1 had 
wade between And *?3 dropped out 
of the hobby o (This was mid 1976* } 
I v/as rather disillusioned — » los- 
ing freinde that close hurt a great 
deal. It changed my view of the Dip- 
lomacy hobby to some extent » In any 
case* it was never t© be the same 
for me again* 

But life goes on« I guess that I 
can see that 1 8 ire been a fairly suc- 
cessful Diplomacy player s I^ve got 
several wins and a han&Sul ot draws 
tucked sxmjf and I"' to managed to do 
fairly well with avary country (even 
with Italy i it* s not half- bad? as 
r.Iike P.oearaora might say) besides 
Austria* which is a country I simp- 
ly am incapable of playing competent-* 
ly« Eventually t in 1978, 1 decided 
to revive EGGNOG Enterprises, which 
put out those three issues in late 
1.971 which I mentions* earlier. I 
quickly found out that. I enjoyed 
publishing far aore than I did play- 
ing* Perhaps 7 and a half years of 
familiarity »ftfe the game just be- 
gan to grate en ray nerve s fj but what*-* 
ever thm reason* I Just waen*t put- 
ting anything into the g«s anymore. 
I concentrated;* thus, on publishing 
ay -various * sines (always have best's 



a long-winded s.o.b. ) and let ay 
games dwindle!., I'm still playing 
in 8 or 9 games and as a favor to 
Doug Bpyerlein took on one more 
standby position* (My positions 
went to hellt too* after lee Kend- 
ter Sr stabbed ne in 1DHS game 
19?8HA, I had not one really prom- 
ising position left* Sniffle. , * ) 

But I dldn* t caret hell, I was 
publishing now, and playing v*as 
of secondary iru.ortance. When I 
started publishing I was atill 
fairly young. .-. be slides - vhieh .» I* v© 
always been sort of paranoid age - 
wiae? however unfounded it w ten 
years ago.* .paradoxically f now 
that 1 8 hi ten years older cheap shot 
artists — » they knew who they are 
«« cannot resist pointing out that 
I*m not as old as they are, I've 
always been on the backs of people 
who started pubbing while they're 
as young as that s and I've always 
turned out to be. right about theme 
too* Every one of them folded 
quickly. The most recent example 
is Johnny Kelley 9 of the ^holder . 
I.iost peojle that young are |ust""t0o 
immature to take on that kind of 
responsibility and work for long 5 
pure and simple* and I'll always 
say that until proven otherwise* 
When I started I wondered if I was 
mature enough to do it. * . frankly,, 
I doubted it* But I said I s d giT® 
it a shot and Mracle of miracle s^ 
it worked out* Over the yosrsa 
I think I've done a pretty good 
job as a publisher considering 
my age i it could have all been 
very different* I resse&ber well 
another young publisher who was 
also pretty prolific e Mark Weld- 
mark* Ah well,, . » 

Why did I start? WelX s I thought 
I l d enjoy doing it. I had been 
game ©mastering for over a year 
before I started publishing! and 
had proven that X could do that 
fairly well. Anybody who tells 
you that »><» 3ta a *z5 v fv 
cause he vce- pi*yy?de a ujUc ? 
for others «o plr i* " i*£ 
you bull sh* ? >mb >,i - . ~, 

1 ir 'his- •ftK-- , 5 ' • 
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they want recognition or an ego 
boost or to play Shod or wiiatevez* 
— with me It was a combinations 
and like I said it might "be fun. 
It also pfioved to be a lot of work, 
but support from the field (paradox™ 
ieaHy* more from the subbers than 
from other pubbera — there is a new 
thing in the hobby, a sort of compet- 
ition among publishers — some more 
so than others — where some people, 
apparently try to get in as many 
cheap shots as they can without get- 

wasn't the ease tan years asp? Jotjn 
Michalski and some others are ex- 
perts in this field) from the read- 
ers helped me along. Thanks go oufr 
to them. 

Nov for pet peeve airing. It seems 
like a lot of people out there think 
that they own your r zinej you just 
do the work on it, it*s really theirs* 
You wouldn't believe it f but people 
say things openly like "It's the 
subbers* 'sine* and they have the 
say over what goes into it," or W A 
gam© belongs to the players, not the 
Gamesmast©r s *• or other equally idiot- 
ic nonsense. Bull! People tern® oc- 
casionally demanded that I print some- 
thing, or demanded that I do something 
else for them. Screw you gentlemen, 
but I am ofi the conviction that, 
since I do 101$ of the work that 
goes into EGGNOG and the other * sines, 
and always have* I have first and 
final say over what goes into it« how 
it looks s everything* No way will I 
believe that balderdash above! Firsts 
pg alls EGGNOG Enterprises and the 
Crossroads Fr&ss International ha&je 
always been my personal property* 
and I can do with it precisely what 
I want to* The subscribers don't have 
a thing to say about it» not a thing » 
I put out whatelser I 15.ka $ whenever 
I like? and that 6 s the end of it* It 
is a ntca ' move f&n part to find out 
what yo'ii want to receive in EGGNOG i I 
don*t have to do that. If pdopla like 
what I put out, then they axa quite 
wels-ome to trad© or subscribe, If 
they don't like it» then they don't 
have to get it. So far it seems like 
many people d$? like it ff so I 0 m all the. . 



happier for it* It makes me .glad 
to know that you like what you get* 
but ihexv will always be some who 
like it and there will always be 
some who donffo you ean*t please 
all the people .all t&e time*. 

Second,, I don't do ajrjythinff when 
it is demanded of me<> I might 
consider it if I were politely 
asked or something like that ; but 
onee a sftbber startes thinking that 
he's the boss, he'll find out that 
he s s not. This has happened only 
a ttm 7 tm&8, but that kind of in* 
subordination really ticks? me oft; 
I maintain what amounts to dicta- 
torial control overthe Crossroads 
Press International. ..long time 
subbers know that I'm generally 
a generous and benevolent dicta- 
tor (yuk yukf),but that doens°t 
change anything. I have always 
operated at a less at least I should 
b© able to have a say over what I 
lose money on. 

A corollary to the above i Bob 
Osuch remarked in arecent VDD (and 
I*m sure that there are others of 
his opinion) t "Pubbers do not own 
the hobby — their word is not 
gospel «-r they have a tendency to 
fea pompous baboons t arrogant bas- 
tards v etc« w (He then continued 
to attack publishers for the rest 
of the page.) No« pubbers don't 
own the hobby $ on the other hand* 
neither do the players,, fhe fact 
18 that pubbers do 99% of the writ 
to be done in the hobby? they are 
entitled to at least using their 
forums to voice their &m opinions* 
They pay for that right,, through 
the work and loss of money general- 
ly involved in publishing* If he 
doesn't like what he reads 9 he can 
cut hi_8 subscription to that 'zine* 
Without publishers and. their work,, 
where would the players be? In 
any case* a pubfasr* s *aln© is his 
personal possession, and he lias the 
final say on everything* Everything 
Not all pubbers ©zeroise that 
right «- I haven 1 1 always •»•» but 
they could':, if they so wished. 
EGGNOG* sold circulation of no 
testifier? to the fact that the 
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;;.-*-*.t.-/;o player doesn't think h<r £ s 
ienr.v&d by tMs policy. If peqgle 
thought that it ma that horrible, 
they wouldn*t have subscribed. I 
don' t think that many paople v&ctld 
say that I've been unfair to them. 

In any ease- at this point isi time 
(i#e* now) I'm becoming rather* bored 
?,»5.th publishing and have t© get out 
of the hobby for a variety of reas- 
ons, 

1} The problem of the high att- 
ri&tion rat© of this hobby ^ mention- 
ed $arl@ir ! had a gmat deal to do 
with It* Svery single person that 
1 knew well lit the hobby befor® i9?5 
is gone a Bob Hartwig was the last 
to go® Just sw a year ago* Des~ * 
pite my feeing younger than most in 
this hobby ft I feel like an old man 
some times. Hardly anyone has been 
in this hobby for this long, Sinea 
the mid -70s I didn't want to know 
anybody really well for fear of get- 
ting barnada When the hobby was a 
let smaller, and I was a kid 9 I knew 
20-30 pepple well enough to call them 
real friends o Nov/ I can say that 
for only a few people. . .most of whom 
I've known for years » and most of 
which are east-coastersi and the 
hobby has grew exponentially in 
the meantime* Other people can go 
ahead and play the games, but it* s 
not worth anything to me without the 
people around me in *75» 

2) The preponderance of Wargam~ 
urs in the hobby had plenty to do 
with my wanting to get out* Nobody 
gives a damn about having fun. apy™ 
more.: with rare ejeeeptioas* or press* 
or articles or smythirig. It' ; s all 
just "ZmitZr; game e game r w a*sd the ''"sines 
are rigged for that kind of player,, 
too* Look at the high plag&ag 8 sines 
in this years Leader- Police ware- 
house *zines are the Id€a of the 
futu&e# and want no part in it. 

3) College is coming up* That's 
self -eaplaaatory * of - course* X°w al~ 
•ways had a completely packed sched- 
ule, and that isn't going to get apy 

h\ Inflation has taken its toil 
on the hobby. Early on in this ar- 
ticle I briedy mentioned &ow tfee pari.- 



ces in this hobby had gone to as» 
tronomical heights. 'J?h« postal 
"service" has deteriorated stead- 
ily f all the while raising its 
rates* It 9 s gotten to the point 
that I feel like an asshole for 
letting them screw the consumer. 
It just makes me mad as hell to 
empty my wallet on the counts^ ev- 
ery time I want to buy a few stamps. 
Mot just the USP"S"i everything 
has gone up. I believe that EGSNOG 
is the only "sine which has had 
the same rates for over two years 
(for the last two years? that Ith 
When I starteed pubbing, 350 %s 
not cheap* today tt 8 s as cheap 
sts it iggjegf The 800 issue of & 
Diplomacy "sine has appeared** and 
7O-750 is not uncommon* I ean 8 t 
afford that. Sorry? but I get 
Kgysyi^ekfor a fair shake less than 
fiSli Prices are simply exorbit- 
ant* It*s not worth continuing, 

5) I've gorwn tired of the con- 
stant pettiness and small think- 
ing of some of the peopla in the 
hobby. "There are some incrddibly 
huge egos out there (bigger than 
S|ll§^) they want to spoil what 
Tittle fun can still be had in 
the hobby. I won't miss them a 
bit «-<- and they know v;ho they are t 

6) It°s simply m longer the 
same Imtetyr I joined in 1970. It's 
entirely different , and I hep-pen 
to prefer the old way to the nssw. 
Some people no doubt enjoy them- 
selves more now than they wauld 
have ten years ago » . . and that's 
their priveMge., But 1 don't like 
the fas?a of the new hobby* 

There are other s less s5.gnif.i- 
cant reasons* like thlnkiing that 
ten years ia this childish he'sby 
is more than enough in itself* ox* 
that toy can 81 1 see wasting py time 
on this .when I could be buying her 
dinner at the Lake ("feneva Playboy 
He sort,, etc. fhe rest-It is the 
same? 1 eoi "withdrawing slowly 
from the postal Bifcloaacy eommun- 
ity. J »m nol icUJik-! P.^15b-» 
^rs, donj_»> eJ' ot pi^ v .. » v, 'r ' • 1 " 
^cXdl'-'r - * 4*- * r . •> , 
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I will atempt to continue game a- 
masterlng all of the current games 
to completion* or at least until 
Christmas £my tenth, anniversary in 
. this erasy hobby) «*« perhaps longer*, 
depending on how I feel at the time* 
1*11 say then* POLITICIAN tail! can- 
tlnue as it always has* Poxfeaps the 
two r&maln% games will be combined 
into on® *aine with the BGCNOG games 
once the number is Ion ®m»ugh* (Host 
of POLITICIAN'S variants hm& ended 
in the last few months* end I haw.- 
- - *»<%iffarjio_a0w «n*8#|<- ^#S^j$»*B*t 
to put out BGGNOG as I always hmm 

no,$ a warehouse 4 sine* "but with 
plenty of reading material, Several 
people have promised m articles lafta- • 
lyt that should be no problem, 
sides* we can always rely on trust- 
worthy staff writer Brie Terheiden 
and his coiaiaentary every moit&a* X 
don't know what wall fmp^n to Dave 
Whites he's been pretty unreliable 
lately. John ISiehaXska. iess-than« 
tactfully asked Dave to go over to 
BB behind my backs thanks* John* But 
■ perhaps X c ll let Bavs g© if ha likes, 
since 1 could ., probably use the ex- 
tra page* 

With this issue $ almost all trades 
and complimentary copies will bs cut 
off 8 ass with three exceptions* I will 
no logger be trading. I 9 d like all 
previous Israders to mail me aim more 
issue of their "sine, and .that's it* 
''^tow#f»*t remember that it's always 
common courtesy to send a person a 
sample if his name is prominently men~ 
tioaed inside, I appreciate it. r.loet 
of you have been great. 

Lastly * I*d just like to thank some 
people on the raaiBig list who hm® 
dons their best to help me over the 
years. I cannot possibly thank all 
of my friendsover the last decade t 
I must restrict myself to the names 
of people on the current nailing 
lists In no particular order* I 
thank i 

Phil Cooper 8 Dave Bunke* Mark Barch 
Le© Kendter Sr., B ' 2ob Hartwig* Diet- 
mar Ffohl* Fred Ea%is» Don H©rton s 
Erie Yerheiden f Robert Cheeks Doug 
BeyerXeia* Dick lartia» Fred Hyattm 
Bobert Stimaei, Lew Pulsipher* Rod _ 



Walker,-, and Bruce Llnseyo You*ve 
ill beon greats 

1 just wish I s d have quit in 
19?6 instead of 1900-31= 

So the °zine goes on a& always $ 
but definitely for a l&mited time 
only. Subscription fees a&s still 
only 10 issue s/$3« 50 » andafcandby 
positions can still be had ( as* 
they are the only way you get to 
play under me 3 

Goodbye for now? it's been great 
knowing most of you* No matter 
what it might seem like in the 
above articles the %ast m&Jfriiy 
of ouraont Diplomacy players are 
at least tjple^ble. , , IV s just 
that the o^er stick out so much, 

Another load off my chest « 

N» aw tm mm tm v« «* «■> «t» w** m* «* mm «m mm 

MONEY AND MS AND CURT GIBSON 

Maybe I wsn*t sue the old fart 
after all* I coresponded with 
Mark Bereh and many, of my friends 
and it might not be such a great 
idea. I doa 5 t care about vanning 
©i* losing, though sending Gibson 
into the depths of poverty did 
seem like a lot of fan* The real, 
argument, which has convinced me? 
is that taking Gibby to court 
would 2SBM@B&%& wk&% he has been 
doing, o *wMch most people will ad- 
mit really is the work of a bas- 
tard anyway. (Pun intended). And 
I have a' better idea fusyway* which 
I won't divulge right mv* . P .• .It 
does haw to do with my eeing on 
the east coast for the next four 
years» though* Should be fan. I 
will keep you notified, Maybe r 

COMMENTS ON THE CHEAT BGONOG FIKI 

Well s we now have nearly as many 
people admitting to the fake as 
there were pages in it J Serious-* 
ly» Tom Hurst says that he'll ad~ 
salt to this z'axe "as well as any- 
other fake issue of any other T zina 
in the next three months* I did 
not do there s but if you need a 
good whipping boy, I volunteer* 
After alls the FLO takes respon- 
sibility for every bombing of a 
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grocery store* so why s&ouldn 8 t I 
take responsibility for swetMng 
as hamlass as a fake 2GGN0G? Adds 
to tb» notoriety if you know what 

David Perlmutter writes in* "Yes 
I put out the fake EGGNOG* Glad you 
liked it. I -was afraid that you 
would set Tery angry at me lite John 
Caruso got angry at Bruce wh&n he 
fakes W :> We may hate ea©h other 
"co sow© degree 1m the element of 
humor need not ha that far away. 

1 f«ke<S SGSIioa for the roXlomjs^ 
reasons, « , 1} You were folding so 1 
thought that it might b© fun to pep 
up your last tew issues, 

2) I had ftething elm to d© on© * J 
weekend o 

Now ass you may notice I did not 
try to make the fake look like the 
real things Why? Because I hate 
fakars who try to confuse the play- 
ers in a game* Hmoi* or is this card 
a fake?* * 

Konrad. herei Xes» the card is mast 
likely a faker not fake card, but 
fake ■ admission. I haw. it on excel- 
lent authority that I las correct in 
my guess that John Michalski did the 
fake* with typing and reproduction 
help from Fracois Cooyay, . Ml hints 
do point to l&ehalski, and the tap- 
ing and rspro (it i?as a Canadian typ~ 
©writer* and obviously don© fey Fran- 
cois) 0 John also jokingly admitted 
hie complicity in the fake in a card 
to me about three vreeks ago. ISUias 
I hear otherwise* I think Ifve got 
i* novr. „ ,a lot of dfan, really I 

KEITH KEKDAIL COA 

Keith s the reason I didn* t print it 
last tine was that you didn°t send 
it to me. If it was on the return 
address* that 8 s not good enough,. . * 
I can 51 % chads: all of ray incoming mail 
for that. Thanks for pointing it out 
specifically this tine. Keith is 
now at 320 Crockett, HPI, Troy, NX 
12181* He's been there sines 8-26. 
Players in a game with him e atten- 
tion! 

ULI, mm SLXMSBALL. . . 

JUst after I lea^e for WaMiingtoii., 



the rock concerts are going to 
line up in Milwaukee. Queen will 
be coming., and I wanted to see 
them now for age^g. ..absolutely 
superb group now promoting their 
new excellent album* The Game* 
Th&n it's the Kinks on tour again* 
Sheir most recent album was the 
smash album One. For Sfc &b& ("Ifope, 
not ready yet* * ) Shortly there- 
after. Black Sabbath (with ex-Rain- 
boy toooalist Bonnie James Dio re- 
placing Osay Osbouzsie) comes to 
push their great new LP jfeaven. and 
Hell, with the Blue Oyster" Cult £n 
tsw* pushing their Cultosauras E 
rectus,, Gad! And that ff s aJTwith- 
in a month after I'm gone*.. it 
figgers, of course • 

AGB0WING EKBND 

That editorial in ECKSNQG #51 app- 
arently has generated one hell of 
a lot ©f response* Publishers and 
subb@i© alike have written in, and 
the only negative ©oisment I get 
was from John Michalski {letter in 
this issue}* Shanks, guys! The 
only articles tmm which I got more 
response were a serf.es in Claw & 
|Mg on alliances ansa stabbing"" 
(oldie but goodie) , the article on 
f&rgingletters in a relatively new 
ECKJNOG, and on® ol various typei 
of east coast beers, publishedin 
Fred ^ Hyatt* s Sbtj mmMMm. (mr~ 
iouslyf}.' llianfcs again, guys, 

H0NES2DNB POBSUP ANOTHER GAME 

John Le&ter, 121 I9th Ave* HE, 
Calgary, Alta. t Canada T2S IN9 
ow again has openings in his 
J ©!» is one ©f the 
hobby 9 a most experienced GMs* and 
^SISl^M itself is quickly^., com- 
ing out of a somewhat wesk time in 
its life. Grab a spot before they 
are all full* . .these w5.11 go fasti 

AC/BG FAKS 

Just heard on the radio that AC/DC 
is coming to to%m as well! Biey 
have recently releasee their BsMt 
III Blaek alters » * good stuffs if"" 
you T ^?e in-te tliat at- all,, Ur.foT»- 
tonally, for all of iie'm^gj** 
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taxis* Haunch & Boll fans obvious- 
ly have been hurt by Boa Scott* s 
death in L&ndon* anfl the mm vocal 
list isn't as tough, ..but give the 
allium a shot if you can handle the 
kind of music they part out. (%• 
orite AG/DC aUnaa is the firsts, 
Voltage » though things like «$he J; 
would send little eld ladies reach- 
ing for their smelling salts..*} 
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top ten "sines were 

a 



Squab* and , 

found hiding out at spot #t?# 
score of 6,89# with 36 people voting* 
Ltsent (Gibson* s ragful of lies} 
in si had dead last with a score of 
lo20* below things like 9toeticfc*s 
Le Front flq Fraud* 

I must admit that I°m post disapp- 
ointedo Naturally I'm proud of POL- 
ITICIAN' s score (tied for 5th) 9 but 
what peeves me in SGGNOG 5 a score* It 
doesn't make a bit of difference now 
that I ? m getting out of the hobby r 
but X asked John to confirm a hunch 
I had. and I was aright. People eith- 
er voted very highly for the e zine, 
or gave it a very, low mark. The high 
awirks will explain away why X got 2nd 
pXac% (behind 2$&£S®Sfa 
Dick Ifertin* s K<f •p^fJxfam<- 9 glne pell 



«*» tiffs 
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EGGM)G #5* 
Konrad Bauaeister 
tlMo* Parkviaw Ln 
Hales ComersXjjWI 53i£0 
United States / America 



Your sub is upi 
you'll renew_ 



hope 



If you voted BGGNOG low in 

the lalte Poll., screw yourself. 

Konr*ad*s farewell speech? 



a f«w months ago* 39te low scores 
can £ge explained away by say own 
personal arguments with people in 
the hobby. It has cone to my at- 
tention that people are voting for 
9 sines which they don't regjdarly 
receive (say, if Cooryay votes a 
«i for EOGM58, and he hasn't seen 
an issue la ever a year, • ••£«'), 
said I don't like that. It e s called 
dishonesty, and it stinks. Alsem 
X don't know for sure but am wil- 
ling to bet that people who don't 



David Perlmutter — please?) would 
in this case give ECHSNEK? a zip score 
no matter what they think of the 
I sine. Oh well, yon emn'g win them 
all X guess* X just think t hat 
some of the *zlnes above ^GGroG did 
not desKTve to be there. Oghers 
like q Ley . & lagg. Retalj.ai.-ion. etc 
should have been much highirT too, 
For the Crossroads Press Interna- 
tional* there will not be a next 
tine. At least not this time! 

On Gamesmaaters, I scores high** 
en ? e 88 f miiae acoeptable to me 8 
ified for first ware Bon Bitter (1 
<don p t know how good fee ie) and Eric 
Terheiden (superb oh). Doug Beyer- 
lein* who X feel Is the V-iry Best ' 
Gamesmaster In The Business* was 
rated 3rd (9.33). (I've played un- 
der Doug for years now s in BFGIAR?, 
and it is the best GMM *sin@ I've 
ever come aerosa. As a 'favor to ' : - 
hia I joined another of his 
which I'd not do if he waen* t "i.sg@&d 

1 'Sl vsn ^ 
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12682 Swidler PI. 
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